
(date)

The Honorable (First and Last Name)
Office Address
Washington, D.C. 20510


RE: Co-sponsorship of the Behavioral Health Information Technology Act (S. 539)

Dear Senator (Last Name):

As a community behavioral health provider, I am writing today to urge you to cosponsor S. 539, the Behavioral Health IT Act. Introduced by Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, this bill provides crucial support to community providers like me by ensuring that behavioral and mental health professionals, psychiatric hospitals, mental health treatment facilities, and substance abuse treatment facilities will be fully eligible for electronic health record (EHR) incentive payments established under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Individuals with mental health and substance use conditions are in dire need of more coordinated, integrated healthcare. This vulnerable population has a high incidence of co-occurring chronic disease including asthma, cancer, diabetes and heart disease. If psychiatric hospitals and community-based behavioral health providers cannot adopt technology at roughly the same rate as hospitals and doctors, it will soon become impossible to provide clinical care coordination for this patient population, which requires regular interaction between mental health/addiction providers, primary care physicians and medical specialty personnel.

This legislation has been scored by the independent agency Avalere Health, and it was determined this bill would result in $1.7 billion savings to the federal government over 10 years due to the reduction in adverse drug interactions, which would help reduce hospital admittance.

I urge your support as a co-sponsor of the Behavioral Health IT Act of 2011.Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

Sincerely, 


(Signature)
(Printed name)
(Title)
(Address)
 
